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Bangabandhu: Visionary and
Charismatic Leadership

Dr. Syed Anwar Husaain
Bangabandhu Chair Professor

Bangabandhu’s leadership, enchanting as it was, mernits conceptual analysis from the theoretical
perspective of leadership. Leadership, as generally understood, is the ability of an individual or
individuals to influence and guide followers. Great leaders know how to both inspire people and get
followers to complete the task that achieves the leader’s goal, An ofti—quoted definition of leadership
by the former U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower sounds relevant in such a context. He said,
“Leadership 15 the an of getting someone else 10 do something vou want done because he wanis to
do L™ But a2 more comprehensive definition of leadership covering the leader — follower nexus is
given by Gary Wills as he savs, “Leaders have a vision. Followers respond to it. Leaders organize a
plan. Followers get sorted out to fit the plan. Leaders have willpower. Followers let that will replace
their own, . . the leader is one who mobilizes others toward a goal shared by a leader and followers,™
A generalized definition highlighting the entire gamut of leadership phenomenon is contained in the
ancient Chinese tradition; and as per which leadership is a maner of intelligence, trustworthiness,
humaneness, courage, and discipline. . . reliance on intelligence alone results in rebelliousness.
Exercise of humaneness alone resulis in weakness. Fixation on trust resulis in folly. Dependence on
the strength of courage results in violence. Excessive discipline and sternness in command resuli in
cruelty. When one has all five virtues together, each appropriate to its function, then one can be a
leader.?

Taken all these postulations together, and applied o Bangabandhu, the resuliant conclusion 1s
ineluctably positive, In this exercigse, however, visionariness and charisma, as the two attributes of
Bangabandhu leadership, are analvsed in an applied context.

Divided into three core sections, the opening one concenirates on piecing together theoretical
postulations vis-g-vis visionanness and chansma. The two sections thereafier give empinical discussions
on Bangabandhu’s visionariness and chansma,

Visionary and Charismatic Leadership Explained
Visionary
Defined broadly, a visionary 15 on¢ whao can envision the future. A visionary 15 thus a person with a




clear, distinctive, and specific (in some details) vision of the future. To be more specific, a visionary
leader creates a vision around solving a problem in an innovative way and then uses that vision to
connect to the hearts of people in a way that inspires them to action.

As many as 15 traits have been suggested for a visionary leader; 3 and these are: 1. Detail oriented
and aware; 2. Innovative; 3. Conviction; 4. Determined; 5. Persistent; 6. Excellent communicator;
7. Strategic; 8. Dedicated; 9. Humble: 10. Empowenng (team work); 11. Service oriented; 12.
Growth oriented; 13, Ethical; 14, Canng; and 15, Inspiring.

Charisma

Chanisma is a concept of leadership developed by the German sociologist Max Weber.? Charismatic
leadership is basically the method of encouragimg particular behaviours in others by way of elogquent
communication, persuasion and force of personality. Charismatic leaders motivate followers to get
things done. This is accomplished by conjuring up eagerness in others o achieve a stated goal or
vision. Charismatic leaders are found 1o be essentially good communicators. Such leaders are very
eloquent verbally and they have ability to communicate with the people and lead on a profound |
emotional level. The communication level is successful as this type of leaders articulate a captivating

or compelling vision. They have the capacity to evoke strong emotions in their followers.

In 1988, Jay Conger and Rabindra Kanungo published Charismatic Leadership, which outhined the
key characteristics of a charismatic leader. The findings have been repeatedly shown to be accurate

in a number of other similar studies, such as Robert House and Jane Howell's 1992 paper “Personality
and Charismatic Leadership,™

The qualities of a charismatic leader may be the following: 1. Visionary; 2. Articulate; 3. Sensitive;
4. Risk - taker; 5. Creative; 6. Self — confidence; and 7. Positive body language.

As we proceed on to analyvse Bangabandhu's leadership typology we find that he fits in well with the
definitions and characteristics outhned above. &

Bangabandhu: the Visionary

That Bangabandhu was a leader with a clear vision is bormne out by the historical facts from 1947
through 1971; a period coinciding with the painful process of the emergence of Bangladesh.

In August 1947, immediately after the birth of Pakistan, Bangabandhu had a meeting with some
associates in his room no 24 at the Baker hostel. He shared two specific poimnts in that meeting, First,
he was the first 1o be disillusioned with the way Pakistan was shaped. and having been so, mentionad
that this Pakistan would not help the Bangali people, also that a movement had to be started anew
after getting back to Dhaka for redressing the woes of these people. Second, in his mundane
language, he categorically said that the Bangali people would not be able to stay long with the non
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- Bangaliz. With hindsight, it may be smd that both the comments were prophenc in foreshadowing
the birth of Bangladesh through a relentless struggle. In 1972, Anyada Shankar Roy, the famous
Indian litterateur, a asked Bangabandhu as to when he had conceived the idea of independent
Bangladesh; Bangabandhu rightly replied that it was in 1947 Moreover, at about the same time he,
in the editonal office of the pro-Muslim penodical Saptahik Millar (Weekly Millat), made a statement
to the effect thar Bangla should be the state language of Pakistan as this language was used to be
spoken by the majority citizens of the state. Thus, by sayving so, he also foreshadowed the Language
Movement ( 1947-1952); this movement was the earliest attempt at autonomy assertion by the Bangali
people. This was also a movement in which Bangabandhu, although then incarcerated, had a decisive
behind-the-scene role.

In 1961, although the General Secretary of the Awami League (AL), a party for safeguarding Bangali
interests, Bangabandhu had his personal project of Purba Vanga Mukt Front for emancipating his
people. It 15 on record that he had leaflets printed under this title at his own cost and he himself
distributed these leaflets nding his own bike. The subsequent history bears testimony to his Success
in freeing Bangalis from Pakistani intemal colonialism.

Sometime in 1961, Tofazzal Hossain Manik Mia, the editor of The Daily Ittefaq, was instrumental in
arranging a secret meeting for Bangabandhu with two left leaders — commades Moni Singh and
Khoka Roy. Bangabandhu, in that meeting, argued that nothing short of independence would help
the Bangalis. The two comrades, while agreeing with the imperative, cautioned Bangabandhu not 1o
speak of independence in public as that would land him in rouble, because there had been the military
rule of Ayub Khan, Bangabandhu rounded off the meeting by saying that he would heed the caution
of the comrades, but would always remain unflinching to his goal of independence.

The 19266 Six Point formula was, indeed, a cumulative expression of Bangabandhu, the visionary.
Rightly dubbed the liberation document of the Bangalis, it encapsulated their hopes and aspirations
under the most adverse of the circumstances,

One day in 1968, Bangabandhu along with accuseds of the Agantala Conspiracy Case were being
driven to the secret military tribunal. Col.(retd.) Shawkat Ali, himself an accused, asked
Bangabandhu as to what future awaited them. In reply, Bangabandhu gave him almost a graphic
picture of the future as envisaged by him: the mnal would end soon because of a public outhurst;
there would be election with the AL winning a thumping victory, power would not be handed wo
them with consequences to follow.* This was exactly what happened in the subsequent davs. That
Bangabandhu was not an astrologer is centain; but this incident, along with many others, confirm
that he was endowed with the quality of extra — sensory perception (ESP).”

On 5 December 1969, at a public discussion arranged on the occasion of the sixth death anniversary
of Suhrawardy, Bangabandhu declared, on behalf of the people, that the province of East Pakistan
be renamed as ‘Bangladesh’.
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The proposal was greeted with cheers by the crowd present on the oceasion, On the following day,
Maulana Bhasani and Ataur Rahman Khan, the two elderly Bangali politicians, endorsed the
proposal in separate press statements. That a leader could rename his homeland, and which was
readily accepted by the people demonstrated the extent of his visionary ability.

Yahyva Khan, the military dictator, who had replaced Ayvub Khan, another military dictator, on 25
March 1969, declared early in 1970 the schedule of general elections by the end of the yvear. Immediately
after this welcome declaration, he shared a disquieting feeler through issuing the Legal Framework |
Order (LFO). By the provisions 25 and 27, any attempt to change the constitutional status quo was
not o be mulled by the establishment. It may be mentioned that the AL had been campaigning for
constitutional changes as per the Six and Eleven points. Under the circumstances, it became evident
that the LFO had the ulterior motive to thwart such AL move, Against such a backdrop, many in the AL
higher echelons became diffident abowt participating in the forthcoming elections. But, Bangabandhu
appeared as resolute and determined as always and blurted out, “My goal is independence of
Bangladesh. I will tear the LFO into shreds once the election 15 over.™

Again, doubts were raised about the elections in the wake of severe damage 1o life and property wrought
bv a tomado in the coastal areas of the then East Pakistan. As the central government appeared quite
oblivous to the plight of the tomado-hit people, many politicians doubted the desirability of elections in
such circumstances. Maulana Bhasani’s Nanonal Awami Party (NAP) boycotted the elections.
There was dithering in the AL as well; Bangabandhu remained firm in his decision to participate in
the elections. Subsequent history proved him right in his farsightedness.

Immediately before the elections, Bangabandhu faced a question from a foreign journalist as to how
many seats the AL would get at the center. Giving a prompt reply, Bangabandhu said 167 out of the
allotted 169 seats. He also mentioned that of the two seats, one would go to the mdependent candidate
Raja Tridiv Roy from the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT); while the other one to Numl Amin from
Mymensingh, Despite the Pakistan military intelligence report that the AL seats would not be more
than 60, the result was exactly what had been predicted by Bangabandhu. Once agam, Bangabandhu
proved his sagacity.

The vision of a free Bangladesh that Bangabandhu had since 1947, came out in a cumulative shape
in his path — breaking and defining speech of 7 March. [t was more than a speech; it was an oration,
and the speaker an orator, Although a short and an unwritten one, this was the best that Bangabandhu
had ever delivered both in oral and body languages. His words changed brains of the ones who
listened 1o him; and a confused Bangali nation had a clear vision before them as Bangabandhu roared in
his thunderous voice: “The struggle this time is for our emancipation; the struggle this time is for
independence.” It was thus a vizsion of independence coupled with emancipation, to be achieved
through a guerilla — type people’s war. Thus this oration remains recorded in history as the one
which had transformed a peoplecentnic leader into a sagacious statesman,
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After having spent 290 days in the Pakistani jail, Bangabandhu was freed to travel to London on 8
January 1972, where, on the same day, he addressed a press conference at the Clandges Hotel. While
speaking, Bangabandhu was accosted by a foreign journalist saving, “what would vou do getting
back to Bangladesh? The country is totally war — devasted.” Bangabandhu's reply was as visionary
as ever: “If | have my people and the land, we will nse agan.” Indeed, he had both, and he envisaged
a phoenix - like resurrection of Bangladesh, a vision he sought to actualize during the short time he
had been at the helm in the totally devasted Bangladesh.

On 10 January 1972, Bangabandhu's home-coming address was delivered unwritten and imprompiu
al the same Race Course. In Bangabandhu’s words, Bangladesh was envisioned as an “ideal state,
the basis of which will not be religion. The bases of which will be democracy, secularism and socialism
{subsequently. at the time of writing the constinetion, nationalism was added as the fourth fundamental
principle of the state). The new state was envisioned as an aboded wherein the people would live in
a free environment; they would get food and clothes, and unemployed youths would get jobs. Such
a state was later dubbed Sonar Bangla (Golden Bengal ), which was, in fact, a visionary state with a
promise for people’s better future.

Between 10 January 1972 and 15 August 1975, Bangabandhu had, in total, 1,314 days to redeem the
visionary promises he had made. This umuliwous period was divided into two phases: upto January
1975, and since 25 Januvary through 15 August 1975, During the first phase, "the bottomless basket,”
as per Dr Henry Kissinger's prognostication, was fited with a substantial bottom, and the basket
itself was filled to a large extent. But the U5, made famine of 1974, and the machinations of the political
detractors had the going get tough for the beleaguered leader Bangabandhu, Under the circumstances, a
short-term solution called Bangladesh Krishak Sramik Awani League (BEKSAL) was launched as a
commaon national platform, not certainly as a single party. Were 1t successful, the system would have
revolutionized the society, economy, polity and bureaucracy. During the 233 davs the system was in
operation, all the indications showed upward trend. The BKSAL was, in essence, a long shot in the
right direction, and with a clear vision, But it had a premature death like its author’s,

1
Bangabandhu: the Charismatic

In 1966, shorntly after the Six-Point plan was made public, Sirajul Alam Khan, a front-ranking Chhatra
League leader, and also the head of the Nucleus. a youth fromt clandestinely working for independence,
made a comment bearing on the charisma of Bangabandhu. He said, “Independence has 10 be
achieved under Sheikh Mujib’s [he was not yet Bangabandhu] leadership, for people histen to him,”
Indeed, this was a commentary on how Bangabandhu could captivate and enthrall his audience
through his oratorical skill - a sure charismatic trait.

This charisma was not a sudden and overnight phenomenon, it had a long gestation period through
the volatile political career of Bangabandhu, He eamed this charisma through his life-long devotion
to people’s cause. In 1954, for example, while campaigning as the United Front candidate for the
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upcoming provincial assembly election, Bangabandhu was blessed by an elderly lady of the locality
with the words: “The pravers of the poor will be with you.” A young man of 34, Bangabandhu was
moved and subsequently wrote in his memoirs, “when | left her hut my eyes were moist with tears
On that day, | promised myself that | would do nothing to betray my people.™

How much of Bangabandhu's charisma impacted on the youth psyche was demonstrated after
Bangabandhu, along with 34 others, were jailed under the Agartala Conspiracy Case. In view of a
ban on open politics, political parties were barred from any demonstration; as such, the youths were }
found on the streets in thousands protesting against the conspiratorial case and chanting the slogan: F
“We will break the lock of jal, and free Sheikh Mujib.” As the subsequent events showed, the enormous
strength of the youth force compelled the establishment to withdraw the case and free Sheikh Mujib.
The weight of the yvouth force was further felt as power changed hands from Ayub Khan to Yahya
Khan; although, in reality, it was from martial law to martial law.

A new height of Sheikh Mujib’s charisma was reached on 23 February 1969, the day after his release
from jail, when a mammoth civic reception at the Race Course, gave him the honorific “Bangabandhu™ |
{ fnend of Bengal). This was perhaps the only occasion in the history of the world when a peopleceninc
leader was ceremonially crowned with an honorific, This was, in fact, a people’s return to a leader
who had contributed so much 1o their cause.

On 1 March 1971, when a Pakistan radio broadcast on behalf of Yahya Khan, deferred indefinitely
the National Assembly session scheduled in Dhaka on 3 March, the confused people had to msh o
Bangabandhu o take the lead on the future course of action; and they got what they needed. Bangabandhu
commanded that there be sirike from 2 through 6 March; and also that the next directive be given on
7 March at the Race Course. Duning these days, things tumed out as exactly Bangabandhu directed.

The T March speech was indeed the finest oral delivery by a leader who had grown to be the sole
Bangali spokesman since the heady days of the 1966 Six-Point movement, Despite the rumoured |
declaration of independence in this speech, Bangabandhu said something in jugglery of words !_
which amounted. in implied meaning, to such a declaration, but he did stop short of directly declaring
g0, and the crowd accepted the speech in the required spirit. Bangabandhu could do what he did in
this speech as he had already had people’s mandate for doing so0. At one stage of the speech, he
sought the mandate as he said. “Do you have faith in me? The crowd responded in the atfirmative as
they gestured with their both hands in the air. Reciprocating the people’s endorsement of his leadership,
Bangabandhu made the frank confessional statement: “1 do not want premiership. 1 want people’s
right,” The speech was indeed a fine specimen of symmetry between the leader’s charisma and
people’s acceptance of it. As the people listened 1o this speech, they, in the words of Andrew
Mewberg and Robert Waldman," had their brain changed. Mo wonder that the entire non-cooperation
movement was directed and shaped by Bangabandhu.

Bangabandhu was the leader of the Liberation War in absentia, He was the president of the Mujibnagar
government, Syed Nazrul Islam, the Vice president, was acting president. That Bangabandhu
could lead even in absentia and that the first capital ( Vaidyanathlola) could be named after him were
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certainly testimonies to the charismatic appeal Bangabandhu held for his followers.

That Bangabandhu's charisma extended beyvond the borders of Bangladesh is imtially attested to by
the Indian premier Indian Gandh’s lobbying with 67 heads of government/state for sparing the life
of Bangabandhu when it had been reported that Pakistan would hang him for treason. On 10 January
1972, on Bangabandhu's home-coming day. The Guardian of London carried front-page news with
the heading;

“As soon as Sheikh Mujib walks out of the Dhaka airport the republic of Bangladesh becomes a
reality.” We knew that without Bangabandhu Bangladesh was meaningless; but that the foreign
press also realized the fact, was something related to Bangabandhu's worldwide charisma.

How much foreigners were attracted to Bangabandhu comes out in the words of Archer K. Blood,
American Deputy Consul General in Dhaka in 1971, He draws a pen-picture of Bangabandhu in his
succinct words,

Mujib’s very appearance suggested raw power, a power drown from the masses and from his strong
personality. He was taller and broader than most Bengalis, with ruggedly handsome features and
intense eves. A non-nonsense moustache gave added strength to his face, as did the heavy rimmed
dark glasses he invanably wore. . . his dress was that of a native politician."

Moreover, “poet of Politics” was the epithet given 1o Bangabandhu not by his own people, but by
the American media, a country the government of which had been anti-Bangabandhu and anti-Bangladesh
ab initio; and which was certainly a proof of Bangabandhu's charisma transcending the borders of
his own country and spreading across the world. It may be noted that of all politicians of all ages and
countries, Bangabandhu was the one to be honored with such an epithet. On 5 April 1971, the Newsweek
ran a cover-story on Bangabandhu wherein occured the following words.

tall for @ Bengali che stands 5 feer {1 inches), with a stock of graving hair, a bushy mustache and
alert black eves, Mujib can atiract a crowd of a milfion people to his rallies and hold them |
spellbound with great rolling waves of emotional rhetoric, "Even when vou are talking alomne with
frirn, " savs a diplontal, *“he talks ke he s addressing 60,000 people. ™ Eloguent in Urdy, Bengall and
English, three fangnages of Pakistan, Mufth does not pretend 1o be an original thinker, he s a poet |
of palitics, nof an engineer, but the Bengalis rend o be more arviseic than technical, anvhow, and so
frix styfe may be just what was needed to wnire oll the classey and ideologies of the region,

At the Algiers Non-Aligned Summit (5-9 September 1973), Bangabandhu had a 35-minute meeting
on the sideline with Libya's leader Muammar al-Qadhafi, who had been known for his staunch
anti-Bangladesh stance. After the meeting, while facing the waiting journalists, he raised hands in
prayer for Bangladesh. There must have been chemistry emanating from Bangabandhus chansmatic
personality which melted down Qadhafi’s anti-Bangladesh psyche. During the same summit, Fidel
Castro’s meeting with Bangabandhu evoked a comment from the former which is oft-quoted: I have
not seen the Himalayas, bt | have seen Sheikh Mugjib, In personality and courage, he is like the Himalayas.
I have experienced seeing the Himalayas.”




During the 1973 Arab-Israel war, Bangladesh’s total and active commitment to the Palestinian cause
created a positive image of the country in the Muslim World; and an Arab journalist confided in his

Bangladeshi counterpart: *Your Prime Minister has won half of Africa including Arab world in a big
battle without finng a single shot.™"

Concluding Words

attested to by the gradual and cruel birth of Bangladesh. A supplementary part of this vision was to
turn the war-devastated Bangladesh into a Golden Bengal (Sonar Bangla). But this part of the vision
remained incomplete as his life was cruelly cut shor. Bangabandhu's charisma drew him close 1o
the hearts of not only his own people, but those of the ones across the world. He was thus a visionary
and charismatic leader par excellence. In closing, the words of Churchill on Hindenburg { German
president 1925-34) may be pertinent for Bangabandhu as well, if not the comparison.

That Bangabandhu was a visionary as well as the one who toiled to turn his vision into a reality is ‘

Hindenburg! The mame iself is massive. ft harmonizes with the tall, thick-ser personage with |
beetling brows, strong features, and heavy jow!, familiar to the modern world. I is a face thar you
conld magnify fenfold, a hundredfold, a thouwsand-fold, and it would gain in dignity, nay even in
majesty; a face most impressive when glgantic
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Ethics and Aesthetics in
University Education: BUP’s
Axiological Approach

Prof Maj Gen (Retd) Mohammad Quamruzzaman
Adjunct Professor
Faculty of Business Studics

Introduction

Ethics are the moral responsibilities and acts of individuals and organizations towards others for the
benefit of society. Aesthernics 15 the human possession of taste for beauty, nature, and ans. Axiological
approach combines ethics and aesthetics which made Homo sapiens, ‘human beings’ the ruling
gpecies on the Eanth. Anthropology shows how human ethics and aesthetics played in making and
ruining civilizations. Polemology, a multi-disciplinary academic field dominated the arena of higher
education since human existence that got influenced by axiology: ethics and aesthencs.

University education in Bangladesh got its new dimension with the involvement of patniotic Armed
Forces who traditionally aspire ethics and aesthetics. Bangladesh University of Professionals
(BLIP) through its axiological approach infused light and brought a significant quantitative and
qualitative change in our Country among the 50 public and 107 private umversines. Latin sniversiios
magisiroram ef scholfarivm defines a university “to be the universal community of teachers and
scholars’ for making free-thinking persons with humane and philanthropic traits. BUP endeavours o
produce cthical and aesthetic professionals.

Historic Axiological Legacy

Homer's Tlad and Odyssey depict kalological aesthetics of Hellen. Valmiki’s Ramavana, and Vyasa's
Mahabharata describe aesthetics of Sita, Rama, Surpanakha, Krishna, Drupadi, Pandavas on Lanka
and Kuruskhetra, Prolemaic Queen Cleopatra, Julius Caesar, Fompey in 1% century BC made many
polemologic human conflicts, These are the primary sources of various -logy, -ism, -ics, -gogy,
-sophy, -cracy. Axiology made jurisprudence named after Justinia and Prudentia; Roman goddesses
of justice and discipline.

Ethics and aesthetics are enforced through fights against unethical and anesthetic enemies and evils
The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Shetkh Mugjibur Rahman stressed on the importance of axiological
approach in higher education for sustainable defence and development. He articulated Nation’s hopes
and aspirations while addressing the BMA gentleman cadets on 11 January 1975 at Cumilla. He
forecasted, “In Sha Allah, the days will come when not only South Asia, but whole World will
appreciate our quality of training and education.™




b1

BL'P's Flagship Axiological Approach

Ethics and aesthetics are more of mental constructs that get physical forms in activities and actions.
Comtemporary literatures like Ahmed Sofa’s (1995) Gabhi Bittanto, satirically reveals ethics and
aesthetics in various universities. On the contrast Ahmed Sofa’s (1998) Jaddaypi Amar Guru
highlights on teachers and students” aesthetic synergies through mentor and mentee relationships.
BLIP along with affiliated institutes adopt and follow strong position and uncompromising standing
on the 1ssues of ethics and aesthetics,

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Maritime University (BSMREMU), Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman Aviation and Aerospace University (BSMRAALU) follow BUP’s axiological
flagship as military's 2 more public universities. Bangladesh Army University of Science and
Technology (BAUST) at Saidpur, Bangladesh Army University of Engincening and Technology
(BAUET) at Qadirabad, Bangladesh Army International University of Science and Technology
(BAIUST) at Comlla are the military’s 3 private universities who also get inspired by BUP's axiology.

Legal Aspecis besides Ethics and Aesthetics |
The BUP Ordinance 2008 got repealed by the BUP Act 2009, BUP became effective from 035 June
2008, There are 70 sections with a Schedule. *Professionals® is defined in Sub-Section 2(19): a
person or a student willing to study and who is either serving now or will be serving in future in any
profession. Section 50 of BUP Act 2000 directs Bangla to be medium of

education with English. It supports Sangla Bhasha Prochofon Ain {987, Section 69

prioritizes Bangla version of the Act over English. The Cantonments Act 2018 15 applicable 1o BUP
for its location.

Legal and Ethical Dilemna

Legal and ethical knowledge can be implicit or explicit which is own memories, senses, mental
states, beliefs, perceptions, and thinking processes. All legal matters usually should be ethical and
the vice versa, the ethical should be legal. Epistemology brings difference between these twao, giving
rse to legal and ethical dilemma. Tobacco or aleohol business 15 unethical but legal. Driving a
patient to hospital emergency without license is ethical but illegal. Legally BUP and its affiliated
institutes could remain closed in lockdowns but ethics kept them active 24/7.

Civil and Military Cooperation (CIMIC)

BUP has become a unique public university where synergies take place by meaningful interactions
among civilians and military persons both serving and retred. Optimization in academic business is
very encouraging through civilianizing, and milnarizing. Pro-VC and many positions are decorated
by civil comrades. Reciprocation by civil universities may strengthen CIMIC. Military uniform is
the symbol of *brain and brawn’ - highly contributive to university education.

Individuals self-knowledge need o be weighed against each other as Plato asked for justification of
knowledge in his Fheaeteins. Socrates, an Athenian military polymath had been poisoned to death,
Greek High Court honourably acquitted him after 2400 vears to establish that Captamn Socrates had
been right. Debate and discourse may prevail as to claim who 15 more knowledgeable. Umiversities

| rewrmeerer EEFr s
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appreciate polymaths and meritocracy. Monash, Macquarie, etc were military polymaths. 31 USA
Presidents ot of 45 are from military. WWI1 Lt Col and WWII UK Prime Minister Churchill won
Nobel in literature in 1953,

Conclusion

BUP values and upholds ethics and aesthetics in every aspect besides legal obligations relating legislative
Acts. BUP pioneers military’s 3 public, and 3 private universities out of 50 public and 107 private
universities, Epics by Valmiki, Vvasa, Homer, and other polymaths are the legacy of axiology. l
Epistemology identifies polemology 1o be the root of all -logy, -ics, -1sm, -gogy, -cracy, and -sophy,

CIMIC helped Homo sapiens wining against enemies, diseases, and calamities. BUP officials, faculty
members, and supporting staffs adopt axiological approach and CIMIC to improve moral values and
aesthetics of effective teaching and leaming. The participative academic environment and heunistics
at BUP ensure disciplhining teachers-students role and thought process.

BUP ensures synergies through motivation and hierarchies. Visionary VC and his competent team r
lead the way for followers by nurturing meritocracy. Axiological measures helped negotiating
COVID 19 to continue academic activities unhindered, Polymaths from civil and military get pnority

in BUP affwirs. Axiology: ethics and aesthetics optimize BUP effectiveness.
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Nikola Tesla: A Crazy Scientist

L

Maliha Tabassum
Lecturer
Departmicnt of Mass Communication and Joumalism

Many of us have heard about Tesla Car, the one in the line of electric vehicles produced by Tesla
Motors, a company owned by Elon Musk. The company was named after Nikola Tesla, a 19th-century
infamous inventor mostly known for making fallacious claims such as talking 1o aliens, conducting
time travel experiments, and believing in worldwide wireless electnicity.

Nikola Tesla was born in the early hours of July 10, 1856, at midmight, Outside the chamber where
he was born, a violent lightning storm lit up the sky. According to family legend, the midwife stated,
"This child will be a child of darkness." Lighming, she thought, was a bad omen. “No, his mother
said,” He will be a child of light” (Avondale Meadows Academy, 2020), Her prediction, however,
came true, Tesla became a pioneer in the field of electric inventions.

Pictura: Nikola Tesla

He was a Serbian immigrant who went to the United States in 1884, He championed and refined the
AC system, which 15 still the global standard for power transmission. He was the first person to
make an X-ray image (Peri, 2019) way before Rontgen, We, the Bengalis, are still arguing about
Marconi stealing JC Bose's radio technological invention, Well, be disappointed to leamn that Tesla
demonsirated wireless radio ransmission two vears before Marconi. He never attempted to patent
this idea because it was Onot so significant” to him.

Throughout his life, he asserted and believed in a wide range of scientific principles that appear 10 o
be unachievable till date. This article is about some of his crazy, unbelievable experiments,
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A Signal From Mars:

The inwvention and development of wireless elecraphy, presented a new technique of searching for
messages from space in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Nicola Tesla claimed in 1901 that he
was receiving radio messages from Mars. He claimed that the aliens in mars are sending signals to
Earth in binary numbers as numbers are universal language, His namative was picked up and widely
published in the media that time, But many scientists went against him. As there was no scientific
evidence, it soon lost senious attention. However, Tesla spent almost 50 years of his ime experimenting
the Martan signals (Upworthy, 2019).

Ficture: A book on Martian Signal
Supplying Current Without Wires:

The supply of electricity happens with the help of wire, as we know, But Tesla wanted to create a
way o supply current without strimging wires. In 1899 at Colorado Springs, he lighted up a bank of
200 light bulbs by transmuttng 190 million volis of high-frequency wireless electricity through a
coil's magnetic field over a distance of 26 miles. He was, however, unsatisfied. He planned to
expand his technology. He wanted to transfer wireless current worldwide. The system he wanted to
develop was popularly known as “World Wireless System”

This impossible project resulted in Wardenclyffe Tower, commonly known as the Tesla Tower. It
was an expenmental wireless transmission station demonstrated by Nikola Tesla near the village of
Shoreham, Mew York, between 1901 and 1902, Tesla planned to use his theories o send elecinicity,
signals and even facsimile images over the Atlantc to England and ships at sea. J P Morgan invested

$150,000 (equivalent to more than 34 million today) in the construction of the Wardenclyffe Tower.

Morgan was fascinated by Marcom's radio technology and wanted Tesla 1o work on i, but Tesla was
working on something far bigger. Morgan soon realized Tesla’s plan and refused to fund any further
operations, Tesla attempted 1o complete the project, but be became beavily indebted. The Wardenclyite
Tower was destroved in 1917, and the main structure became a photographic matenal plant. Imagine
what would have if he really become successful in ransmitting wireless current!!!
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The Vanished Ship:

F'he LISS Eldnidge, a Cannon-class destroyver escort, was performing top-secret tests on October 28,
1943, in order 1o develop a technology that would make naval ships invisible 1o enemy radar. The
enfire expenment, including the generator supply, was repoarted to be designed by Tesla. Surpnsingly, a
peculiar magnetic field was formed, which not only made the ship unidentifiable in radar, bt also
made the whole ship vanish with all crew members. The ship was later spotted in Virgima's Norfolk
MWaval Shipyvard before disappearing and reappearing in Philadelphia again, This experiment is
popularized as “The Philadelphia Experniment”. The event happenad in the expenment is considered
as a major success in “Teleportation”.

But USA never admitted this event. This version of events is widely believed to be a fiction, The LIS
Mavy asserts that no such experiment was ever carmied out, that the intricacies of the narrative
contradict well-kmown facts, and that the supposed claims violate general laws of physics (Carmoll,
20153). Another interesung fact 15 that Tesla died seven months before (Janwary 7, 1943} the expenment
As a result, making claims that Tesla designed the entire experiment seems a little hazy,

Pictura; The Vanished Ship, USS Eldridge
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These are only a few instances of his wacky and ambitious ideas. Over eighty years before the Internet
was developed, Tesla envisioned the smart phone and wireless internet! Tesla was a spiritually gified
man who predicted a train tragedy, and there are rumors of him predicting the Titanic’s sinking. He
allegedly declined the Noble Prize since he was being honored with Thomas Alva Edison, one of his
busimess rivals.

His era never grasped what he meant when he said, "The present is theirs; the future, for which 1
really worked, is mine’. This insane man was never marmed, died poor, his works stayed unrecognized.
Some claim he was a crazy scientist who happened to be bom at the wrong time, What do you think?

References:

Carroll, B. T, (2015, November 21). The philadelphia experiment—The skepric’s dictionary—
Skepdic. Com. hitp://skepdic com/philadel. html

3 things you really want to know about inventor nikola tesla. (2020, July 11}, Avondale Meadows
Academy. hips:favondalemeadowsacademy com 3 -things-you-rcaly-want=to=know=-aboul =-invenior
=nikela-teslal

Pemry. (2019, February 15). After Tesla thought aliens contacted him, he described his “encounter”™
1o the Bed Cross. Upworthy, htipssswipworthy . comeafter-iesla-thought-aliens-contacted-him
=hie-described-his-encounter-to-the-red-cross

The philadelphia experiment—The skeptic's dictionary—5Skepdic. Com. (n.d.). Retricved August
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Addiction to Social Media: A Crux
That We Cannot Look
Beyond Anymore

8 ||

Sanjoy Basak Partha [
Lecturer
Deparmment of Mass Communication and Journalism

Shafin (Pseudonym), an undergraduate level sindent, was a cheerful lad attached to sporis and
co-curmicular activities, He used to play outdoor games with his friends regularly. During the
Covid-19 pandemic, he was forced not 10 go outside and stay within the four walls, Looking for |
alternative options to spend his leisure, he latched on to his smanphone, which eventually created

an addiction 1o social media.

This is not the only alone story of Shafin, The entire young generation suffers from social media
intoxication, espécially in this tough time of the Covid-19 pandemic. This is working as a “digital
drug’, detaches vouth from productive works that ultimately affect society’s productivity.

Statistics provide enough suppon regarding this issue. As of January 2021, nearly 4.2 billion people
have an account on various social media platforms, Facebook is the most popular among them, with
more than 2.80 billion active users, According to dara for 2020, Facebook costs an active user 2
hours and 24 minutes on average per day. If we look bevond Facebook, other apps, like You tube,
costs nearly 40 minutes, Snapchat costs 30 minutes, and Instagram costs 28 minutes on average
{ Dayan, 2021). That means, if a vouth uses all these four platforms, they are spending 4 hours on |
average per day for social media, which 15 one-sixth of the entire day,

Signs of Social Media Addiction:

Using social media for different reasons is a reality in this wech-friendly world. But using social
media and getting addicted to this is not the same, Some common signs indicate whether yvou are a
social media addict or not,

+  The first thing vou do in the morning is to check vour social media accounts: I yvou
possess the habit of starting yvour moming by checking vour social media accounts, you
are most likely suffening from social media addiction,

*  Los¢ your focus on social media during study/waork: I vou cannot concentrate on
vour study or work for a more extended period and feel the continuous temptation to
vigil social media, it's a sign of social media addiction.

0y | e Wil sowen



* You get anxious when you are away from social media: Social media addict person
wets desperate to check social media repeatedly. If being away from vour smartphone
not and browse social media for a centain period makes you restless, you are more likely
addicted to using social media.

*  You plan a lot of time for planning vour social media life: How should [ write my
post, how should I pose for my pictures, how my social media friends and followers
will see it- if vou are too much concerned about these staffs, be sure that vou are a
social media addict.

* You are repeatedly checking how vour posts are performing: How many likes
reactions | get on my latest picture, who is the latest to react on my post, who 15 leaving
acomment in the comment box, why my post isn't getting expected reach/share- if you
are constantly checking these things after giving a post, be again sure that you are addicied.

* You prefer social media over family and friends: If your priority is social media over
vour friends and family, vou are seniously suffering from social media addiction.

How to detach from using excessive social media:

Understandably it's pretty challenging for a regular social media user to stay away from i, but at’s
not impossible to do so. Here are some practical tips for training yourself to stay away from using
excessive social media.

+ Stay away from a smartphone while in studv/work: Do not keep vour smartphone
alongside you while you are studying or engaged in any work. The smanphone can draw
your attention repeatedly and provoke you to check vour social media. Eventually, it hampers
vour study or productivity. So, stant practicing this trick from today.

*  Turn off all social media notifications: It gets tough not 1o use a smartphone when it
lights up frequently and signals that you have a new notification in your social media
account. To avoid this, tum off all notifications so that you do not feel tempted frequently.

*  [Increase self-control: It is all about controlling vourself if vou want 1o avoid continuous
social media use. Yoga or meditation can be a helpful ool to increase self-control.

« Avoid using smartphones 30 minutes before bedtime: Experts recommend not to use
any electronic device at least 30 minutes before vou go to sleep. Using electronic devices
immediately before sleep can negatively affect your sleep and health. Throw away your
phone and pick up a book you like to read before you go to bed.

* Say *Yes' to books, *No® to phone: Books are the best possible companion one can get.
Instead of spending maximum time on the phone, start practicing good books. On the
other hand, it will enrich your knowledge and help you stay away from social media,




Cadernce

+  Lower your concern about social media appearance: The more vou think about it, the
more you get attached to it. 5o, stop overthinking your social media appearance. Instead, focus on
nurturing real-life skills.

« Spend more time with family: Spend more time with your family instead of scrolling
through random videos on Youtube. Quality family time can motivate and inspire yvou for
more considerable achievements.

*This write-up 15 inspired by a website named “Time to Log OfF"
Reference:

Deyvan, G, (20215 How Much Time Do People Spend on Social Media in 20217 Techjury. Retrieved from
hitps:Mechjury.netblogime-spent-on-secial-mediafgref
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Comprehension

L s

Mirana Tahsin |:
ID: 2053301006, Session; 2019
Depaniment of Environmenial Scicnce

There's a phrase that goes: time can heal all pain
Be wary of the notion that vour endeavours were in vain.
Transitory nature of our world, makes everything uncertain
Remember that love and friendship cannot be foraibly gammed
Human nature is extremely complex
Sometimes hoaxes make us perplexed.
Don't dnnk poison in quest of thirst
Adct after yvou have given some thought first,

Lack of comprehension might result in destruction
Carrying it around no relationship can function.
People end up losing true friends in the long run

Considering them worthless or taking them just for fun,
Karma will always catch up with vou
There is no way to predict the lessons it will convey to you, |
The wheel of luck shall rewind
You can’t help but question your mind,
Omly then vou will come to grips with the truth
Think about it carefully before vou fall victim to ruth
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She will Read Me Today

L vy

Raulur Rahman
ID: 2024 161064, Session: 200149-20
Deparimeent of Business Administration in Management Studics ‘I

I'mi the book on your 4th shelf.
Right next to me lies “"The boy and the EIf™

It's a hot summer day,
And I'm sure you'll read me today.
But you go for "Shakespeare”™ instead,
So today, ['ll not be read.

But the enjoyment in your eyes,
The twinkling and the shine..
Makes me feel just fine.

It's a cold winter day,
And I'm sure you'll read me today.
You come up to the shelf.
| can feel vour breath
Taking a sip of your coffee. "
You choose "Blake” '
And | encounter a tsunami in my lake, |
I gueess it's okay, '
Even in dismay, | find peace.
Fonow that,
My love for you will never cease.

But hey,
I finally understand my place.
I am the book,
Iying on the shelf that you won't read,
That youll never read.
And neither you will throw away.

Sull I think. ..
...Maybe She’ll read me today,
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A Gift of Destiny

Md Shariful Hasan Khan
Assistant Darector
Department of Business Administration in Finance & Banking

What's the meaning of this?
I recall sad, forgotten words
A haunting fragrance I
That never drifts away?
Sweetness and that sofiness
Comes into my dreams
Still there are those memories
That make me fear to stay
I need a miracle to wash it all away.
Is there another kind of love?
That brightly glows with Truth & hope
The thrill of perfect destiny
With lowve that cannot die
Bevond the agony of sighs
1 was sure love would come
| believed there was a perfect Path, |
Have faith, visualize
Real love would have no pain.
But then came darkness
And such loneliness
It makes me to look bevond
To loosen all my chains.
The miracle’s insade
That's where the answer reigns.
| found it all within
The brlliant light beyvond myself
I felt the power
Gazing on a rocky sea
The miracle appeared
A gift of destiny.
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AIR STRIKE BY KILO FLIGHT:
ATURNING POINT OF
LIBERATION WAR

L& i

Group Captain A K M Ziaul Haque, BUP, afwc. psc
Drireciors
BA/BSS Programme ’

1971, a year 1o be remembered by every Bangladeshis for vears, because in this year we fought our
liberation war and earned our independence. Under the great leader Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibor
Rahman all were united to achieve the goal which was freedom. The strategic directives were given
on T March 1971, during his historical speech. On 25 March when Pakistani soldiers suddenly
started killing innocent people of the then East Pakistan then along with other military, paramilitary,
Police and above all general citizens of this country; the Air Force personnel also joined the liberation
war, Though there was no military aircraft but stll bangali officers and airmen of Pakistan Air Force
fought vahantly in different land battels. Appointments like Deputy Chiet of Siaff, sector commander,
sub-sector commander were proudly held by Air Force personnel. However, in order to gain advantage
in the battel and 1o change the course of war absence of a separate air force were felt deeply.

During mid-August of 1971, the then defence mimister of [ndia Mr Jagjibon Ram and defence secretary
KB Lal met with Pime Minister Tajuddin Ahmed and Commander in Chief Colonel Ataul Gani
Osmani in Kolkata, where Deputy Chiet of Staff Group Captain AK Khandaker was also present. [n
that meeting Group Captain AK Khandaker proposed that there are pilots, technicians who all are
professional, brave and competent, if India would provide few aircrafi then a separate air force of
Mukti Bahini could be formed, it would enhance the morale of land forces and at the same time
would bring decisive outcome in the overall war, Later on Chief of Air Staff of Indian Air Force Air
Chief Marshal Pratap Chandra Lal {(whose mother was from Maymenshing and wife Mrs Lila Lal
was from Cumilla) played a vital role in forming a separate air force. Group Captain AK Khandaker
met him as well and convinced him to provide few mircraft to Mukn Bahini,

Finally, Indian govemment agreed to provide 3 aircraft to Mukti Bahini as gift, though none of them
were military aircraft. It was one DHC-3 Otter plane, one Alouette 111 helicopter and one DC-3
(Dakota, presented by maharaja of Jodhpur) transport aircraft. All three aircraft were brought to a
disused airfield of Dimapur, Nagaland in mid-September. On 28% September 1971, high military
officials of Indian Air Force headed by Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal PC Lal came Dimapur
ard in presence of them Group Captain AK Khandaker declared formation of Air Force. Later, on
4% October it was named as “Kilo Flight” and the then Squadron Leader Sultan Mahmud was
named as “Officer Commanding”. Total 10 officers and 47 airmen formed the Kilo Flight
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It 18 worth mentioning that in addinon to the military pilots there were bangali pilots from Pakistan
International Airlines {PLA) as well who joined Kilo Flight. -

‘ ® T wwe ey

£y

Alovemne [11 helicopter DHC-3 otter

After formation of Kilo Flight and receiving 3 arrcraft, the first duty of Otficer Commanding was o
prepare his team physically to undertake future challenges. At the same time it was required 1o
modify those civil aircraft into malitary role. In those davs with so linle facilities in hand, it was a
huge task to make these aircraft ready to carmy out combat task, The Outer boasted 7 rockets under
each of its wings and could deliver ten 25 pound bombs, which were rolled out of the aircrafi by
hand through a makeshift door. The Dakota was modified o carry ten 500 pound bombs, for
low-level bombings. A portion of the floor was cut off and a jury-rigged devise was installed o drop
the bombs on target. Near the back door of the Dakota, a bomb rack was installed to hold five 1000
pound bombs, One used to manually push them off the rack after the pilot signaled him with a beil.
The Alouette 111 helicopter was rigged to fire 14 rockets from pylons attached to s side and had a
twin-barreled (303 Browning machine gun installed undemeath the main helicoptér pod, in addition
(o having [-imch (25 mm) steel plate welded 1o 1z floor for exira prodection. Instrectors from Indian
Air Force trained our Bengali pilots on those aircraft. With dedication, professionalism, hard work
and above all due to patriotism our pilots got conversant with the new type aircraft very quickly, It
was also very important to get oriented with the surrounding area and finally technicians could |
successfully prepare the aircraft for combat role,

After getting ready to fight it was very important to prepare a comprehensive plan or strategy. Considening
the capability of Pakistanit air power and presence of threat from anti-aircraft artillery, it was decided
that initial mr anack will be carried out at night and hit and run strategy 1o be followed. Another impaortant
task was to select the targets, Our commanders in consultation with experts of Indian Air Force decided
not o destroy any installation which could be used by Bangladesh in future, thus careful planning
was made for selection of targets.

On 3™ December 1971 the Oner took off from Kailashahar Airport around 9pm. The Outer flew very
low 1o avond radar detection and reached Chittagong airport around 10pm. The Aarcraft first fired
two rockets to hit two fuel tanks of relinery successiully. It then made a second rocket attack on the
fuel depots, which was also successful. By this ime Pakistani anti-aircraft artillery came to know
about the air strike and started firing at the aircraft, The Otter climbed high, and on its way

e SR w2 s | 8




back to base it hit a shep with rockets. On the other hand, the Alouene 111 proceeded wwards Godnail
oil depot, Naravanganj. On their way to target they also flew very low, even in some cases they were

flying below the elecinic cables of the streets. Afier reaching the destination the helicopter hit the fuel
tanks with rockets successfully and then retumed to base. [t was later confirmed by the locals that 5
fuel tanks were damaged by the air strike. Subsequently, the Otter flew twelve and the Alouette
sevenly-seven sorties between December 4-16, 1971 about 40 of them were combal missions 1o
antack ground targets in Sylhet, Comilla, Daudkandi and Marshigndi. The Alouette 111 rocketed
Pakistani troops in Moulvibazar, Svlhet and many other places which influenced the land battel in |
our favor, The supply ling of Pakistan military was hampered and destroyed in many occasions, |
which had great outcome on overall war.

The effect of air sirike by Kilo Flight was huge, firstly by destroying the oil depot the logistic crisis
of Pakistani troops increased, their mobility was hampered greatly. Oil 15 an essential element for
smooth continuation of war, thus by attacking their oil depot Kilo Flight took the battel in favor of
Mukti Bahim. Moreover, it boosted the morale of Mukt Bahim solders. This paved the path of our
independence; this was a wrning point of our liberation war.

Few members of Kilo Flight

These valiant freedom fighters of Kilo Flight not only tumed the nde of the war through their
brilliant air raids, but also immensely contributed o the development of Bangladesh's Air Force and
airline services afier the lhiberation. Their contribution will never be forgomen. Their bravery and
invaluable contributions to our nation will always be remembered with respect, honour and dignity.

Source:

&, www. baf. mil bd

b. Operation Kilo Flight:A Story of Valour;, Published in www. dailystarnet on 23 August 2021
¢owwwowikipedia.org Operation_Kiko Flight extracted on 10 September 202 |
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Soliloquy of a Chess Pawn

(SSR

Azharul Islam
1D: 1941 1062, Session: 2015-19
Department of International Relations

The sword in my hand dazzled due to the glimmerning rays of the moming sun falling on to it |
squimted at the tall figure behind me, which was adomed with snow-white robes and crowned majestically.
She had the kind of face that showed calmness; yet firmness. Before I could admire more of her
majesty, the bangs and booms made me look back and there they were! The black pawns in their
usual dark attire roared and charged and so did we.

As the other pawn rushed past me, | stayved back and thought most unlikely of things that a pawn
could think of in the middle of & war; my life! For being pawns, we are the ones to stand in the first
line and quite befittingly, we are the ones to go down first. We are referred as the rabbles and we fall
s0 that the ones with the ranks may survive. My role as a self-pacifier couldn’t long last as the blood
chilling seream tore the already 1om silence of the battle field. The pawn that just fought beside me
no longer existed, and, to my horror, [ realized that for the first time in myy life [ was face to face with
one of the dark knights, famous for their amrocity whereas [ was abused for my tameness. His black
cape cast a dark shadow upon my face as well as on my life. I closed my eves because | knew it was
over. The knight drew his sword while | drew my last breath. Seconds later, a violent gust shook me
ahead to be followed by a hissing slash. There stood before me the snow-white queen with her robe
flying in midair and her sward; she pierced the knight's soul. If it hadn't been for the queen, | would
have been dead. It was a far better deal than living this wretched life of mine.

1 chose to proceed, at last; lurking around in between raging soldiers was quite an inappropriate |
thing to do, The air was getting heavier. Slash cut bang-boom! Evervwhere | looked, death had taken
its toll. It was as if the reaper himself had descended on earth. The last take of my short spanned
drama was about 1o brew ...

A wail of despair rose from somewhere in the grounds. Every eyes on the field watched as the white
robe in no tme became red, soaked with blood. One of the unwniiten rules of our war was, Queen’s
death meant the end of war. Ifnot literally then morally. And then it struck me! When you have come
too far in a wnnel and there is no way out, the only thing you can do is 1o proceed because light is
always there at the end. For the second time in my life, 1, the tamest soldier chose to march on. I took
cover, dodged, crawled but somehow kept going. And when the sun was about to set | had reached
the enemy line. The pride that swept over me was overwhelming. I looked back and realized that this
was the longest journey | had ever made. There was only one step, and | would be baptized. This was
going to be a history; a slave becoming the Conqueror. And finally, I took the step. The sword in the
pawn's hand glared from the ghimmering rays of the moming sun. The pawn squinted at the tall
figure behind him. It was | who was adomed in snow white robes and crowned majestically.
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Rage
Sumaiva Mehreen Meem |
ID: 19141007, Session: 201819
Depariment of Economics
Look at you
Rage

Even before the match is lit you ignite and bum yourself so bright
Or 15 it you who blow things out of proportions for the smallest Maws?
['m like a drum
Easy 1o hit on
O easy 1o spit on?

You seem o be so obsessed
Am | that good that you cling on?

Adter | ignore, you start to beat on
Oh no! 1s that how truth becomes the lie, the lie becomes the truth?
Suddenly vou're morally perfect, flawless, and shrewd
Your mocking, vou think, 15 revolutionary
Your eves filled with rage
Well, this isn't rage, you're just a human waste

Isn't rage an actual emotion? \
A pure one that we need? Our history itself is a proof
But your rage? Doesn't change the world nor our history
You're simply killing, it's fool-proof
It's as if anger rules the world, you can't live without
Was that necessary? All those words vou typed out?

You say
"What's the big deal about getting some hate?
You deserve it
It's the cost of being YOLU
Try me in vour place I'd be able to deal with all of that
So don't whine about it

¢l | e WS s



I thought vou knew" Y
Go on, justify the hate
It's vour mayhem
Your anger devalues actual anger
1 clear my throat
Ahem

Do you even realize you're consuming yourself with the negativity”
Like a wild held in captivity
Your actions became someone's hurt
Your words became someone's despair
Your instant became someone's minute
Your anger became someone's life
Is that fair?!

So | rage
I'm angry
I'm angry at the anger that contains malice
I'm angry at the anger that needs 1o be put off
In your eyes, the red always flashes
So please just keep burning
Keep bumning until you're nothing but ashe
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Close the doors

Tanjila Akter Mim
1D: 2042951036, Sesswon: 200 9-0
Department of Law ‘

Close the doors close the doors
Don't you dare make much noise
Knives and guns and needle stitches
Have you got any choice?

Sleep and dream and sleep again

They make monsters out of bovs
IF you stay awake and listen close

You can hear the fools rejoice.
Blood and bones and leters lovely
Sculptures that we avoid

Careful strokes of bullets in sand
Screams oo heavy for your voice.

A game of cards, of love and luck

Tears are wagered instead of coins

A hope, a dream, a world pristine
Your flag hes tom on doors destroyed.
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Struggles of Being an
Ambivert During Quarantine

I

Anika Meher Amin |
ID: 19250025, Session; 2018-19
Depariment of Busingss Adminisiration in Marketing

Many people like to describe themselves as introvens or extroverts. They can easily sayv what they
like to do and what they want in life. But do you ever feel ke vou're not sure what you want? Sometimes
vol love socializing and going out, while sometimes yvou just want 1o stay home, curl up and hibernate
for a few months away from everyone. These are a few familiar feelings that ambiverts often
encounter. See, I'm aware | am describing most people these days, Thanks to raising awareness, the
popularity of such knowledge and of course, the mternet, people have a tendency of finding everything
relevant, and thus every trend or meme on social media is suddenly relatable even if normally asked,
viou can't relate w it atall. Let’s focus on the people who are befuddled about who they comply with.
They don’t know if they want to smile at every passerby or they want to sit in a comer, go about their
days. and hiss at anyone rying to get close like an angry cat. Now you're probably thinking that ['m
just blabbering on about every other person, that's precisely what ['m doing. Cause most people
cannot label themselves that easily, Whether they want to socialize or stay silent and observant is
highly based on their moods, psychological factors, their surroundings, and how their days are going
by, S0 obviously, during normal days you couldn’t really put a finger on vour personality trait.

But then the world got struck by this huge pandemic, you're probably stuck at home for days, only
going out for necessities, or may be some of you are a tad bit rebellious than the others. This is the
time when you actually get to know the person that you really are and also get a glimpse of how the
people you are living with are, Sure, some of yvou might get a lot of time to reflect on ourselves and
have self-actualization moments, but most of us got this chance during the quarantine. If you're
stuck at home for months, running out of activities and chores or even just insomma has given you
the scope to think about what you really want, now’s the chance to find out 1o a more certain extent.
You'll notice some of vour gregarious friends being completely imitable or constantly annoyed
about staying home not having people to talk to or you'll see some of them being at pure bliss being
able to be by themselves, Then there's you, vou want to talk to people but vou also like the time to
vourself, You like developing yvour skills and binge-watching TV series but yvou also get lonely, J—
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Sometimes you'll feel at peace, swaying o your favorite music, all comfy and free within the
confinement of the walls. While sometimes, those very walls will seem to form an inferno for vou
and the slightest bit of sunlight and breeze coming in through the windows will feel alienating and
heavenly both at the same time. May be vou have loads of family around cheering you up or may be
you live with people but they barely manage to communicate with you. It's normal to feel the
need to talk to other people, o out, bask in the sun, anything. People ask you how vou do it,
whether you feel depressed or lonely and vou never have a consistent answer to that. Sometimes
wou’ Il say that vou got used to it, vou even prefer it this way and sometimes you'll just cry fo get
some snacks in the middle of the night or see your friend. You're an ambivert, vou have both of those
traits, where you like being silent and by yourself but you also want 1o see your favonie people.
Though people may label themselves or others as introverts or extroverts, which are both great
personalities, there's a large number of the population who are the middle man. These peaple are
incorporated with both the traitz of introverts and extroverts.

I guess what I'm trying to say 15, you can 't really label your personality, it will always vary based on
various situations. As for this quarantine, the voices in your head will get louder, you will feel like
you're stuck at purgatory, not quite being punished but also like you're in a state of privation. Nothing
monotonous is good but we are still stuck in the middle of the pandemic. And yvour physical health
and survival is not the only concem, your mental health is too. Try taking care of yourselfa bit more,
make snacks vou're craving with whatever ingredients you can get, polish your skills, appreciate the
little things, stare at the sky, relish vour cup of coffee in peace or sleep all day if that’s what makes
you happy. Take some time off vour screens and think about what you want 1o do, maybe a bit of an
effort here, and there can grant you more happiness and a sense of belonging than anything else will,
Pray for evervone or hielp anyone in need, whatever can contribute to a better world, even something
as simple as feeding a stray, that’s a huge contribution, trust me, | hope we're still not stuck in
pandemic by the time vou read this. Regardless of being an introvert, extrovert or ambivert try (o
find your own peace. Being an ambiven can be challenging at times, but a huge round of applause
to you, for sull getting through these days. Focusing on vour own mental health is the most necessary
right now. You're not answerable to anyone if you don’t want to communicate with anyaone, sit back,
and sip vour tea. IF you want to talk to people, reach out to a few friends, hopefully at least one of
them will be free. We are getting through this together and the silver lining is soon to show nself.
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Tale of BUP
BNCC PLATOON

Md. Fahim Imitiaz
ID: 2022151052, Session: 2019-20
Depariment of Busingss Administration in Finance and Banking

Founder Stmdimts of BT EROC PLATOON

Bangladesh University of Professionals established with a mission to develop the civil and military
human capital through advanced education and research to respond to the knowledge -based society
of the contemporary world

They have an enviable success in achieving their goal. Besides providing higher educations 1o the
military sector of Bangladesh, they are also grooming up the best civilian students as human
resources to the country, |

BUP has wotal 17 actively ranning clubs to develop and culture their students in several aspects. In
2015, BUP mitially got approval to run a BNCC platoon mn their campus to promote leadership,
civil-military relationship and 1o motivate the student to be a good citizen.

In the beginning, this platoon didn't have enough interested students to run its joumney. So, the existence
of the platoon remamed veiled for a while.

When 1 got myself admitted wo BUP in the 2019-20 session, | became so proud and happy to see the
facilities and friendly behavior from the campus and the authorities. 1 met some of my ex-cadet
friends from college on campus. We already knew the exciting part and the beneficial part of
BNCC. So, my friends wanted 1o open a platoon in BUFP, They stared commumicating with authorties
and then we got 1o know that we already have the permission 1o open a Platoon in our campus but 1t
is not funetional because of lack of smdents and platoon Commander. They submitted an application
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tor the registrar office to help them start the platoon in our campus, But that application got postponed
due to the Corona pandemic situation.

After completing our First semester via online, some of my fnends were willing to apply for BMA.
They were thinking if they could start the platoon then thev could apply via BNCC. As [ already
know about their previous attempt so | decided to help them open the platoon. I took lead 1o collect
the names of interested students from all the departments of our batch 2020. Afier collecting adequate
namis; me, Barsha and Moumeta submitted another application on behalf of the interested students
for reopening the platoon by assigning platoon Commander.

The registrar office helped us in every possible way and we got our first platoon Commander
Mohammed Moin Uddin Reza in November, 2020. As soon as we got him as a platoon commander,
we started to take preparation to register our self as cadets and to start BUP BNCC PLATOON.

Cadets off BUP BNCC PLATOON

We successfully completed our registration of the first batch with the help of registrar office and our
PUO Moin sir on 21st December,2020. Baualion Adjutant of | BNCC Baunalion, Major Abdus |
Samad himself were present and led the whole selection procedure. The pioneer batch got 34 registered
cadets in the platoon. From 22 August, 2021, Assistant Professor Abul Kalam Azad, Dept of
Sociology is the Platoon Commander of this platoon.

Within a short penod of tme, cadets from BUP BNCC PLATOON wok active participation in
several activities and achieved tremendous success and appreciation. Some of the highlighted
achievements and participation of our Cadets are:

1 Cadet Mahdiun Tahmid (Finance and Banking) got Green Card for 85 BMA Long
Course [January, 2021 ]

2. Cadet Lance Corporal Mst Moumeta Khanam (Development Studies) participated as an
anchor in the Special Campaign organized by BNCC marking the Birth Centenary of the father of
the nation.
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Cadet Corporal Md Fahim Imtiaz (Finance and Banking), Cadet Shanto Ali (Law) and Cader Sakib
Hasan Fosdy (MC) alzo participated there in a mime act. [January, 2021

3, Cadet Corporal Md Fahim Imtiaz (Finance and Banking) and Cadet Corporal Sunzana
Salim Borsha (Public Administration) took part in a cultural segment as presenter together on the
occasion of birth centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Eahman.

Cadet Yusuf Al Nafi (Finance and Banking) and Cadet Rumon Ahmed (Law) also took part in a
drama on the same event. Secretary of Secondary and Higher Secondary Division of People's
Republic of Bangladesh was present as the chief guest, [March, 2021]

4. Cadet Rumon Ahmed (Law) became 15t Runner up in a Quiz competition on the Biography
of Bangabandhu arranged by Quizzers Society of BUP. [March,2021]

5. Cadet Corporal Sunzana Salim Borsha (Public Administration) and Cadet Sakib Hasan
Rosdy (MCJ) successfully attended a traiming session arranged by the Department of Disaster
Management, Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief. [June 2021]

6, Cadet Corporal Md. Fahim Imtiaz (Finance and Banking) was ranked 15t in the Bengali
set speech competition on Bangabandhu's biography.

Cadet Corporal Sanzana Salim Borsha (Public Administration) was ranked 3rd in the set speech
competition on Bangamata's life. Both the competition was arranged by Ramna Regiment, BNCC,
[August, 2021]

Bangladesh National Cadets Corps provides several incentives for the students who are registered
as cadets. A student can develop leadership, comradeship, discipline, confidence and good human
qualities through an organized training process including limited military training and other trainings
for a three years duration, Also, students who applies for armed forces for commission through
BNCC, can go to IS5B directly without preliminary written exam.

Codets of DU BRNOC PLATOC
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BNCC cadets can visit India, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Nepal and Singapore as a part of Youth Exchange
Program organized by the Government. 1 got the opportunity to visit Singapore in my college life's
cadeship. Beside this, cadets also get opporunities to visit inside our country as part of study tours.

There i1s a scope for cadets 1o add additional points/numbers in CGPA by taking Military Science as
fourth subyect. Though this depends on the decision of the instiwtion. I an imsttunon allows it for their
students, it motivates the cadets to learn more and serve more.

BUP BNCC PLATOON just started their journey. We got so many talented and bright students as
cadets. | am very hopeful that all of my comrades will shine in life using the expenence they’ll get
from here. T am also confident that this platoon will achieve more and more in future and will highlight
the name of BUP as the best institution. Best of luck to BUP BNCC PLATOON!
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Agony!
M. Arif Hossain I:
[Dx: IB161019, Session -2017-18
Department of Public Administration
CDueer!

We should have been so near,
Yet, far away,;
[ have to walk alone—
Rest of the way.

I do not know,
If my words pleases or not;
Yt for me—

They mean more than a kot

She whispers,
5till loud for me;
[ know her hieart,

Where it might be.

Doors of your heart are still open,
For me to enter is— totally forbidden;
I must not love therefore,

What I am 10 then?

What a disguise vou had,
Just remain unrevealed;
What a smile you had,
That concealed evervihing.

[t"s time 1o go,
And breathe with the air;
Its weiness causes nothing.
But my worthless tears!
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Hope

Sumaiva Tarannum Sujana
ID: 13221080, Session: 2017-18
Depariment of Business Administration in Finance & Banking

Staring at the moon,
Thousand thoughts peeped.
Staring at the moon,
Thousand hopes blinked.
When again will they hear
Whispers of the wind?
When again will they see clear
Skies of the spring?
When will they get drenched again
in the first monscon rain?
When will they get adored again
Omn the shores by the waves?

Hope in their eves,

Hope in their minds, i

Hope m the winds around;
Again they will fly free
Breaking all the bounds!
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The Wicked Hand

Mashiba Samaral
1D: 19251077, Session: 2018-19
Department of Business Adminisiration in Marketing
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After Rebecca had her first miscarmage, she was diagnosed with high blood pressure and eventually
that led her to having a mild stroke. Her spouse, Rechan is a wonderful man but slightly indecisive
and her in-laws are not only moderately educated but also a little superstitious. Rebecca continued to take
her medications and ook good care of herself, but she was frustrated, scared and exhausied. Rebecca's
husband, Reehan, was likewise working on himself to cope by becoming a workaholic while she
used to paint and cook to busy herself for mental calm.

One-night, Rebecca suddenly noticed her fingers of her lefi-hand started to flicker automatically and
within seconds she involuntarily grabbed her right hand so tightly that she felt someone was
controlling her hand. She was in excruciating pain and screamingly crving until her husband hurriedly
enmterad the romm and her left hand returned to normal. Rebecca was terrified, the blood clots in her
right hand were obvious, and her hushand was taken aback. Rebecca was telling her husband about
the occurrence, and she stated that she believes an evil spirit has taken possession of her hand. Her
husband assumed she was despondent, so she began self-harming.

A week later, Rebecca was painting with her sister in law Rayema, suddenly her left hand involuntarily
started o move again and gripped the paint brush hard. She wasn't aware of what her hand was
doing unul Ravema called her out, and her hand went back to normal within munutes. A few
moments later it happened again and because of the excessive pressure the paint brush broke.
Rayema was perplexed and asked Rebecca if it had happened before. Rebacca informed her of the
occumence last week and what it felt like. She had the impression as if she possessed a wicked hand.
Rayema got scared and immediately informed Reehan and their family. Because the family was
superstitious, they asked Rechan take Rebecca to a Tantnc to be free of the demonic presence.

The Tantric confirmed about the éxistence of evil spirit and told Rebecca that the eévil spirit may
have contributed to her miscarriage and that she should isolate herself from her society because she
may cause harm 1o other people. He also said he’ll have 1o use some of his special powers to
expel the demonic presence, thus he'll be needing a huge amount of emuneration. His words
somehow made Rebecca feel guilty, as if she hadn't taken sufficient care of herself while being
prégnant. As a result, she began to mistrust herself and naively believed the Tantric. Rebecca was
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extremely terrified and agreed to do whatever the Tantric asked, but Reehan thought it was ridiculous.
He had doubts about the Tantric from the very beginming, but he kept quiet due o Rebecca’s obstinacy,
Rebecca and Rechan's family members were also on her side, thus under duress, Reehan ended up
paying a considerable fee to the Tantric for Rebecea’s treatment. The Tantric informed Rebecca that
the demon had left her and that she could return to her normal lifie after the therapy was completed.
Rebecca exhaled a sigh of relief and thanked the Tantric with some extra cash, while Reechan
remained skeptical,

Rebecca invited evervone to dinner at her house to celebrate her relief. It wasn't easy for Rebecea 1o
deal with one crisis after another; she was anxious, traumatized, and terrified all at once. Because of
these continual terrible incidents, Reehan was also exhausted. doubtful, upset, and agitated thus they
needed a break from sorrow.

T T ——

However, while serving dinner, Rebecea's left hand abruptly grabbed her throat and began choking
her so hard that she became unconscious. The family members were afraid and began to pray when
Rechan called an ambulance. Rebecca was given immediate pain relief at a nearby hospital, after
which Reehan transferred her to a well-known hospital. Meanwhile, family members sought advice
from a number of Exorcists and Tantrics to learn about possible answers, but Rechan dismissed them
all as ludicrous. Doctors at hospitals were initially confused, but afier extensive research. they were
able to determine the correct diagnosis. Few weeks after the incident, Rebecca was diagnosed with
a rare neurological disease called “The Alien Hand Syndrome.™

Alien Hand Syndrome (AHS) or some say Dr, Strangelove Syndrome, is a bizarre condition in
which a person loses control of their hand and it begins to behave on its own. It refers 1o one limb's
involuntary complicated goal-directed action. After a stroke, trauma, or malignancy, some people
experience alien hand syndrome. It's been linked 1o cancer, neurological illnesses, and brain
aneurysms in the past which pretty much goes with Rebecca’s condition. Unfortunately, Alien Hand |
Syndrome has no known cure yet. Scientists are working on remedies o alleviate the sympioms of I-
alien hand syndrome, but no therapies or pharmacologic choices have been developed. But itcanbe |
controlled by some medications and constant mental therapies.

Meanwhile, Rechan has filed a lawsuit against the Tantric for deception and financial fraud. Rebecca
finally realized it wasn't tied 10 any demonic presence and began 1aking the medications prescribed by
the doctors properly.

Rebecca’s fear 1s now gone someway, she has become a rational thinker and more creative. Rechan
has become more confident than ever vet considerate. Seems like a ray of hope somehow sprinkled
upon them to discover themselves and each other again.
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L.ost Soul

Privanka Kundu
Lecturer
Deparmment of Mass Communication and Jowrnalism

During my longing for you
| experienced a change
Becoming ‘me’
Dissolving and melnng.

Beyvond the time and space
An edgy peace
Undying compassion, sentience
Craving for you Lo come
And gnp my defeated bleeding heart.

Love, liberty and ecstasy—
Altogether bring a relaxation
Like a twilight and a slesp
In my awaiting soul,

Your absence made me a nonbeing
Or a more-being
When a mimror reflecting nothing but emptiness.

In my sleeping village
Your arrival resembles a sun
Blinded me with the godly face.
No vindication searched,
Muzzled in serenity
Then it’s all about losing
To end with the infinity,
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Innovation in Public Administration:
An Important Toeol for Simplifying Public
Service Delivery in Bangladesh

Helal Uddin
Section Officer
Training Cell

Innovation, in simple words, 15 the introduction of something new, But in the detailed sense, it refers
o the improvement of the exisung product or service along with the introduction of newness. It 15
the process of transforming an idea or invention into product or service that generate different value
to the customers. Innovation also refers to the prudent application of information, imagination, and
creativity in developing the quality of a product or service. Moreover, innovation is also possible by
changing the features and delivery process of the product or service according to the demand from
customers. The significance of innovation is increasing day by day to the companies or organizations
for making value and strenpthening competitiveness m markets, Though the idea of innovation
comes from the private sector, now it 15 a more prevalent and discussed topic in the field of public
administration because moving away from the traditional public administration, the world is now
shifting towards a people-oriented welfare administration where the needs and demands of the
citizens are the main issues.

Innovation in public administration implies changing the service delivery process, developing the
existing service, or introducing néw services for the greater benefit of the citizen. According to
OECD, “public service innovation is the implementation of new or importantly improved operations
or products by the public sector organizations™. [t enables the govermment 1o overcome civic challenges
in new technigues by enhancing the design and process of public service delivery. Successful
implementation of public service innovation creates opportunities for reducing hassle in receiving
services and it also improves the effectiveness, efficiency and transparency in the delivery of public
services, Strong leadership, meticulous planning, innovation culture in public administration,
mstitutional capacity, skills and the risk-taking tendency of public servamnts, and efficient stakeholder
alignment are very imporntant in the pursuit of public service mnovation.

The primary purpose of innovation in public administration is to develop or simplify the public
service delivery process considering the needs and demands of the citizens. In order to deliver
services to the doorsteps of the people, the existing system of public service delivery provided by vanous
government departments needs to be simphtied and expedited. For introducing simple and
people-friendly public services, it is necessary to analyze the steps of the existing systems. Through
thiz analysis and discussion with all those involved in the service delivery process, it 15 possible
to identify unnecessary tasks, steps and rules of the process and that can play an effective role in

|



improving existing systems and sumdards of service. This is called “Service process simplification”
or SP5. The basic theme of 5P5 is in-depth analysis of existing service systems 10 reduce the ume,
cost and the number of vizits (TCV) in receiving services through fundamental and radical changes,
and to ensure significant development of service quality and civic satisfaction.

The culture of innovation acts as a catalvst to the process of simplifving public service delivery. In this
connection, public administration in Bangladesh started practicing innovation to meet the increasing
demand of the citizen in an effective and efficient way. The Government of Bangladesh established

the “Governance Innovation Unit (GIL) in the Prime Minister's Office in 2012 to encourage innovation |
practice i administrative activities, The Govemance Innovation Unat (GIU), with the motto of "Putting
Citizens First™, i1s conducting innovative activities to improve the qualty of government services. It
15 dedicated to serving Bangladesh and 115 citizens as a "Think Tank” on good governance and
innovation, GIL is working in collaboration with the Ministries of Agriculture, Education, Primary
and Mass Education, Health and Family Welfare, Land, Home Affairs, Disaster Management and
Relief, and Local Government Division for ensuning good govemance and innovation, It helps these
ministries to enhance their capacity for innovation, to formulate strategies, and to implement them. |
At the same time, it encourages the success, ransparency and accountability of ministries in providing
services and their role in preventing cormuption,

Access (o Information (a2i) Programme 15 another pioneer orgamzation which 15 working to create
opportunities for innovation in the administration of Bangladesh. The programme 15 now redefined
as "Aspire to Innovate" and moved under ICT Division from the Prime Minister's office. It
provides technical assistance in the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of mnovation projects
in public administration. Lising information technology, the A2 program 15 working to bring services
to the doorsteps of people quickly, ransparently, hassle-free, and at a low cost. It 18 cooperating with
the Government of Bangladesh to improve and simplify the process of government service delivery
and to introduce citizen-centric innovative culture by making services more inclusive, affordable,
reliable and accessible. E-governance, inclusive financial services, inclusive quality education and
skills development activities, human resource development and employment generation and innovative
culture in government service 1o solve problems of the citizen are the main areas of activities of the
A2l programme. Notable achievements of this programme in simplifying public services are
Bangladesh Mational Web Poral (www bangladesh, gov bd), National Help Line (333), Union Digital
Center (UDC), Digital Record Room, E-filing system to modernized government offices, e-TIN
onling tax payment system, using ICT in education, Teachers portal, Multimedia Classroom, Innovation
Lab e1c.

The main objective of these activities is to provide more quality and satisfactory services to the
people and innovation practice acts as an important tool in this service simplification process, Now
government offices identify services through their own officers and employees and simplify public
services o provide people-friendly and hassle-free services in a creative way through m-depth analysis
of existing services. So far 424 service simplification proposals have been made and more than 40
services are being implemented at different levels, The diverse initiatives, undertaken by Access
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to Information (a2i) Programme and Governance Innovation Unit (GIU), help in saving time, cost
and the number of visits in receiving government services. As a result, people are becoming more
interested in receiving those public services.
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Fostering Leadership through
Critical Thinking

|

Rahat Ahmed Shimanto
ID: 18251009, Session: 2017-18
Department of Business Administration in Marketing

A leader 15 someone who mspires people, directs, and leads them towards their goals. But not evervone
can be a successful leader. A true leader is made, not bom. Attaiming true leadership 15 not a simple
task. The ability of a leader or an individual 1o lead effectively relies on several skills. Some crucial
akills nevdead to build successful leadership are critical thinking, innovation, management, communication,
and emotional intelligence. And in the context of our world today and how evervthing gets shaped
around us, crinical thinking 15 a core skill needed for the leaders of our generation o excel proficiently,
According to Henry Ford, “Thinking 1s the hardest work there 15, which is probably the reason why
s0 Pew engage in 1" The statement succinctly signifies thinking cnitically. Leadership and critical
thinking go hand in hand in the context of the modem era.

According to Peter Drucker, “Management is doing things right, leadership is doing the right
things.” In simple terms, cnitical thinking is the ability of human beings wo think clearly and consistently
by creating logical connections between ideas and information, A true leader portrays utmost trust
and conducts proper judgment by making strategic decisions and earns the confidence of his people,
But instilling effective leadership is not an easy process. For the leaders of woday, critical thinking is
a must-have anrbute. A leader must exhibit hig worth or credibility through his decisions, actions, |
and philosophy. Effective leadership gets analysed in times of complexities through how a leader '
acts and wses logics to eradicate the adversity in focus. Hence, critical thinking infuses leaders to
take the night steps.

We live in an eéra of continuous disruption, innovation, and adoption. In this rapidly changing world,
conventional thinking, ideclogies, and attributes of leadership cannot guarantee a better tomorrow,
and thus there is a dominant need for effective leadership. But there are many stakes involved in
leadership roles. Ofien a leader has to make decisions that can bear a critical impact on his followers
or nation. In such situations, it 15 not easy to determine the best solution, A true and competent leader
must analyse complex 1ssues with utmost concem, remain unbiased, and focus on the wellbeing of
his people, Furthermore, complex situations may even bring issues that can clash with the leader’s
views or principles; but the leadership role urges to be imparual at all costs and act sensibly 1o deliver the
best decision. Complex 15sues or dilemmas in the modern context have been very well managed by
capable leaders worldwide by thinking critically and generating positive and sustainable results.
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We have had many intelligent leaders who could sprout brilliant answers to problems but often made
questionable or uncentain decisions or remarks due to the absence of or low emphasis on critical
thinking. In today's fast-changing and highly competitive world, the dangers of poor decisions are
more severe than ever. At times, leaders cannot rely on what has worked in the past, as the challenges
they are facing are ¢ver-changing, Thus, the leaders must adequately analyse options and potential
consequences and promptly adjust to new strateges and approaches 1o ensure consistency in making
the right decisions. Critical thinking can greatly suppont leaders in attaining such competency. }

Critical thinking is paramount 1o a leader 's success, especially in an ever-changing and increasingly F
complex world. Several studies and surveys conducted globally identified critical thinking as the
prime requirement for successful leadership in the 21st century. Yet, there 18 high evidence that
many current and emerging leaders lack this quality. The world -renowned magazine Forbes has
revealed that there are seven critical thinking tactics that high-performing leaders use to make
mformed decisions and they are, being open-minded and curious, being an observer and histening
carefully, reflecting on learnings, gamering new knowledge and experiences, talking with
others for gaiming different perspectives, brainstorming, and evaluating the opimons, judgements, |
and decisions of others. In this generation of emerging leaders, only a select number is seen (o be
sufficiently prepared and willing 1o exercise the cntical thinking required of them to lead successtully.
Leaders such as Angela Merkel, Jacinda Ardemn, and Mahathir Mohamad can be praised as exceptional
leaders who have displayed their remarkable results and entical thinking ability through their decisions
over time. Especially, recemly in 2020, Jacinda Ardermn, the honourable Prime Minister of New
Zealand, through her actions of compassion with the family of victims of the Christchurch amack,
amendment of laws, interactivity with people, and deploving effective measures to curb the spread of
the coronavirus exemplified her remarkable thinking and reasoning ability as a leader. It serves asa
wonderful example of how critical thinking can build resilient communities through effective
leadership. Her critical thinking ability led to developing strategic decisions and actions and
ultimately brought New Zealand success in limiting the spread of the coronavirus as well and earned
her glebal admiration for her strong and successful leadership.

Today, the world requires leaders o think differentdy, and cnincal thinking 15 lughly essential in this
regard. Acquiring critical thinking is not oo daunting of a task. It is a skill that can be developed
without anv hurdles, The world-renowned magazine Forbes has revealed that there are seven critical
thinking tactics that high-performing leaders use to make informed decisions and they are, being
open-minded and curious, being an observer and listening carefully, reflecting on learnings,
gamering new knowledge and expenences, talking with others for gaining different perspectives,
brainstorming, and evaluating the opinions, judgements, and decisions of others. It is a must-have qual-
ity for the leaders of today and the future. A leader who exhibits leadership adopting critical think-
ing has the highest potential to bring good to the world,
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Technical Education in Bangladesh:
An Avenue to be benefited from
Demographic Dividend

|

Maj Md Sabir Ahmed, psc (R) I:
--"'f_E’_;} Deputy Registrar { Academic Section)

Introduction

An opporunity arises in a country when the working population (135-64 years) exceeds the dependemt
population (below 14 vears and above 65 vears) which can be used to improve the social and
economic condition of the country. This opportunity is called the demographic dividend. Economists
denaote that demographic dividend has four special benefits such as improvement in labor supply,
growth of savings, human capital, and domestic market expansion. These benefits can be ensured if
this working vouth can be utilized properly.

Background

In the 19705, the population growth rate of Bangladesh was much higher. But over the last few
decades, the country has been experiencing a decling in population growth, At present, the rate of
population growth is 1.37% and the number of working people in our country is about 68% of the
total population whose age is 15 to 59 years . Now, Bangladesh has more working people than
dependent people. So, it 15 high time to boost the economy of our country by engaging this working
population in productive socio-economic activities to be benefited from the demographic dividend.
For example, China, South Korea, Vietnam, Taiwan, and Thaland have taken their economic position
to new heights through the effective use of the demographic dividend.

Present Senario
Individuals, governments, entreprencurs, and private organizations, all have o work together for
reaping the full benefits of the demographic dividend. It is important to keep accurate statistics of
how miany people are entering the labor market of the country every yvear and to evaluate the qualifications
of each person in the labor market, whether entrepreneurs are being created in the country. and
whether employment 15 going to be created around the world. At present, our manpower 15 being
exportied w more than 130 countries. The manpower export of Bangladesh was 6.93 lakh in the
2018-19 financial year and according to BMET, Bangladeshi migrants remitted the country about
232 billion US dollars from around the world between 1976 and 2020 . But it i3 true that the rate
of semi-skilled and unskilled population is higher among the manpower going abroad. The demand
for skilled and quahfied manpower 15 increasing which can be beneficial in achieving high renittances
and enhancing the image of the country. So, it is very essential 10 build quality and skilled human
resources by providing proper and up-to-date education and training based on science and technology.
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Technical Education

Technical education is essential for the development of skilled human resources which is a supporting
force for socio-economic progress. But the development of techmical education in Bangladesh is not
satisfactory yver. There are 49 government and about 400 private polytechnic institutes, 4 survey
institstes 33 texnle institutes, and 64 technical schools and colleges (for S5C and HSC level education)
in Bangladesh . But this number is very insignificant compared to general educational institutions and
the quality of these institutions 15 also questionable. Though various polvtechnic institutions are
mtroducing modern and updated subjects, most of them do not have adequate teachers to teach these l
courses. Teaching activities according to the newly adopted syllabus are also hampered due to the
limited waining facilities for the 1eachers. The shortage of adequate laboratories and necessary equipment
for practical classes iz also a major obstacle to the expansion of technical education. Moreover, it is
true that most of the students of technical education come from poor village families and the dropout
rate is very high among them due to financial difficulties. And the notion that prevails in our society
15 that technical education i1s only for neglected and backward students. Such social prejudices are
the major obstacles wo the development of techmical education in our country.

Emphasis by Govermment

Hopefully, the interest of stedents and guardians is increasing day by day in technical education. The
government is now emphasizing this skill-based career-oriented education. To expand technical
education in Bangladesh. there is a plan to increase the number of students in technical education to
30% of the total students in the country by 2030 . The government also plans to set up the required
number of technical educational institutions in the country o implement this goal. In order o implement
this poal, there is no alemnative to the infrastructural development and the introduction of up-to-date
technology and subjects in the polytechnic institutes according to the demand of the ever-changing
societies around the world. For attracting talented students 1o different levels of iechnical education,
it 15 essential to create more opportunities for higher education for technical centificate holders and
it is also important to take necessary steps for increasing the self-employment opportunities of
polytechnic graduates. Creating employment abroad for them is important because comparatively
more remittances can be earned if skilled manpower in technical education can be sent abroad rather |
than unskilled manpower.

Conclusion

Technical education can play an important role in creating capable competitors in a competitive market.
This system is effective and up-to-date i addition to the equivalent general education. And this is why
the countries developed in education give especial importance to technical education. To make
Bangladesh a developed country, 1t 15 necessary to enhance the mnovative capabilives of future generations
by ensuring the best use of science and technology. In this connection, improving the quality of
technical education is essential to make the people a 1ol of development by wrming the large popu-
lation of the country into skilled human resources. In conclusion, it can be denoted that technical
education has a great significance in butlding a developed country through the effective contmbution
of skilled and capable manpower by reaping the maximum benefit from the demographic dividend.
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